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Let The Games Begin
2019-2020 winter sports

by Sammy Gwiazda
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Freshman Marissa Velasco makes a quick breakaway down the court, aiming for an easy 
layup. 

     The snow doesn’t stop these 
athletes! We have some very exciting 
and competitive sports for this 
winter season! The Blue Devils girls 
basketball and boys basketball teams 
have many returning players as well 
as new players added to the roster. 
     One Junior on the Varsity boys 
basketball team is Ben Balmer. 
Balmer is a huge part of the Blue 
Devils. He has high goals and 
expectations for this season and 
one of them is winning Regionals. 

Balmer has been playing basketball 
his whole life, and one thing he has 
learned throughout the years is how 
to be able to handle adversity well.                                                 
The Varsity girls basketball team   
deserves a huge congratulations 
on their second place finish at the 
Beecher tournament, as well as their 
wins against Manteno and Iroquois 
West in the regular season. They 
have an overall record of 19-7 and 
9-3 in Conference, another great run 
for the season. 



     Another exciting season is wrestling! The team works hard each and every day to 
keep their weight at the correct amount for the match. Paul Keane, a senior, has been 
wrestling for 13 years and has been on the high school team for three years. Keane’s 
main goal this season is to go undefeated and make it to State once again. His dad was 
his biggest supporter and got him into the competitive atmosphere of the sport. 
     If you are looking for a fun, yet intense sport, bowling is for you. Take it from a key 
player on the Blue Devils team, Rebecca Reidy. Bowling is Reidy’s favorite sport, and 
her goal each and every match is to beat her previous score. Reidy loves her team, and 
enjoys the bond all of them have created. 
 These athletes have roughly one more months until they wrap up their winter 
season, and many will have little to no time in between before starting a spring sport. 
In the meantime, all teams willl continue to fight through the competition and make us 
proud! 
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Senior Paul Keane takes down an opponent during a heated wrestling match. Keane is certainly no strang-
er to the mat and has made a name for himself not only locally, but nationally as well. He has taken home 
several State titles since 5th grade and is looking forward to a successful last high school season. 

SPORTS



The Truth About Agriculture Classes
There is more to them than meets the eye
by Marisa Lee

EDITORIAL

 At Peotone High School, students 
have the opportunity to participate in 
multiple different Agriculture-based classes. 
Two of the options are Introduction to 
Agriculture and Agriculture Business. 
These classes will provide students with 
information from agribusiness to the 
sciences behind farming. Throughout the 
years, a lot of individuals had misgivings 
about joining FFA and Agriculture-based 
classes. One misconception is that FFA 
is a group of students that aspire to be 
farmers in the future, hence the name 
Future Farmers of America. What many 
individuals do not know is that FFA is 
an intracurricular student organization 
that students take part in, if they join an 
agriculture-based class. This association’s 
goal is to help all different types of students 
with many distinct interests and career 
goals. They truly want to guide the next 
generation into becoming hard-working 
leaders and to overcome the challenges 
they will come across along the way. The 
members develop their own unique talents 
and explore their interests in a huge range 
of agricultural career pathways while being 
a part of this organization. 
 Being in these classes and FFA will 
not only give you advantages inside the 
classroom, but outside as well! You will 
have access to many different leadership 
opportunities to give back to your 
community and to those around you. FFA 
hosts the Plow for a Cure event, which 
raises money to donate to a cancer research 
organization. The group also fundraises at 

the annual Toy Show and helps out at our 
local Helping Hands. Sophomore Caeley 
Acton, who is currently in the Agriculture 
Business class, says, “My classes have 
taught me leadership, cooperation, how to 
be understanding, and many other strong 
qualities needed to excel in the future.” 
 Another benefit of being involved 
in these classes are the many scholarship 
options that are offered to you. Agriculture 
teacher, Ms. Jacobs says, “Companies, 
organizations, and schools give money 
to people who have been in FFA in high 
school or are going into an agriculture 
career in the future because there is such 
a need for agricultural workers in our 
state and country.” If scholarships do not 
seem that important to you right now, 
they will be in your future! Even if you 
are not planning on going to college after 
high school, join an Agriculture class to 
gain some valuable qualities that your 
employer will desire in the future!

Agriculture teacher, Ms. Abby Jacobs, is pictured 
with some of the FFA members that attended 
the Convention in Indianapolis this year. Each 
year, members are invited to take part in this 
event to get a better understanding of careers 
and recent successes in the Ag field! 3



Into the Unknown
Frozen Sequal Brings Families to Theaters
by Laurene Workman

ENTERTAINMENT 4

     Frozen II was a showstopper and 
brought many families back to the 
theaters.  During opening week the film 
captured people’s hearts and sold 223 
million dollars in tickets internationally. 
The sequel has topped the box office 
and has become the number one 
animated title world wide. It has been 
nominated for a Golden Globe and a 
Critics Choice award for Best Animated 
Feature Film. 
     Many characters return in this sequel 
but some new characters are introduced 
as well, such as Bruni the fire spirit 
lizard. While the original focused on 
sisterly love, the sequel displays that 
even though things change, there are 
constants. The film journeys through 
the sisters’ past as they find out more 
about their parents and Elsa’s magical 
ice powers. Frozen II features many new 
songs that will likely become a hit, just 
like “Let it Go”. Some songs include 
“Into the Unknown” and “The Next 
Right Thing”. The sequel features seven 
original songs, not quite topping the 
first movie’s ten songs, although many 
songs in this film had deeper meanings 
such as dealing with grief and growing 
older. 
     Six years ago Frozen was brought 
to theaters with charming characters. 
Families with children of all ages have 
awaited this sequel.

     While older siblings first saw the 
original, they can now bring their 
younger siblings to enjoy this film’s 
sequel. Maggie Begley is one of these 
people. Being eight years old when it 
came out, she now brings her younger 
sister to see the new one. Relating to 
Elsa as an older sister brings this student 
back to theaters. 
     Fans of the movie enjoyed the 
original more but found the new one 
outstanding. Between Elsa’s “Let it 
Go” and “Into the Unknown” people’s 
favorite was “Into the Unknown”. Out 
of all the songs in both films it was also 
students’ favorite. It was nominated for 
the Golden Globes Best Orignal Song.
     Beloved character Olaf, the comic 
relief, brings laughter to this film. His 
song “When I am Older” brought smiles 
just like “In Summer” from the original 
film. This film brings the holiday season 
to a close with its warm hugs and happy 
moments. The long-awaited sequel 
celebrates family and change. Enjoy your 
holiday in theaters viewing Frozen II 
with your family.        

Frozen II brings Peotone students to theaters. 
Celebrating the holidays with this family film 
is how some students enjoy the season.



Student Debt
Our Nation’s Biggest Financial Burden
by Jack Lally

STUDENT LIFE

 As students begin to graduate high 
school come spring, they will be faced with 
a decision; some kids choose to go straight 
to work, while others will continue their 
education at trade schools and colleges. With 
this comes the problem of finding ways to 
pay for the growing cost of college admission. 
The average cost to attend college ranges 
between $20,000 and $45,000 a year, which 
means that most students around the U.S. 
will have to take out loans to pay for this 
substantial cost. These loans can be reduced 
with scholarships for academic and athletic 
performances, but very few people will 
receive full rides, and will still have a portion 
of admission as well as room and board to 
worry about. These high costs have led to one 
of our country’s biggest debts; in 2017, the 
United States’ combined student loan debt 
was a massive 1.4 trillion dollars. The average 
American student’s debt is approximately 
$25,000 and there are 2.8 million people 
that are over 60 that are still paying off their 
loans. The reason this is such a big issue is 
that in recent decades, people are graduating, 
but have trouble finding a job to pay off their 
loans. That is if they even graduate, as there 
is an average graduation rate of 57.6% in 
U.S. colleges. That means that nearly 43% of 
kids will pay for at least a year of college, and 
then end up dropping out. They then carry on 
with their life without a diploma and a sizable 
amount of debt.
 

     When Peotone student Joey Uthe 
was asked how he plans to pay for his 
upcoming tuition costs, he said, “I am 
hoping to get most of it paid for through 
scholarships. I believe my grades are good 
enough to get me some money towards 
it, and I also plan on running track for 
whatever college I end up attending. 
Unfortunately, if I’m not able to get it all 
paid for through scholarships, I will have 
no choice but to take out loans.” Uthe is 
one of the top students in his class as well 
as one of the most talented runners in the 
state of Illinois, and  he still believes he 
will have no choice but to take out loans. 
This is a prime example of how hard it 
truly is to get through college with no debt 
at all. 
     Due to the reality of our generation’s 
situation, almost every student in America 
will come out of college with some sort of 
debt that could stay with them the rest of 
their lives. In today’s world a diploma does 
not necessarily promise you a job, which 
leads to even more issues. If this trend 
continues, by the time we are adults and 
have to put our own kids through college, 
we will be faced with a never-ending bill 
that does not even promise us a career.
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The graph above shows how long student debt 
stays with people all around the country. Some 
people spend their whole lives in their dream 
job, but their happiness is overshadowed by the 
gloomy mountain of debt they are faced with 
every day.

Joey Uthe plans to run Cross Country in college 
to help pay for some of his tuition. He has run 
throughout high school and is hoping that his built 
up skills will translate to college and eventually get 
him an athletic scholarship.



NEWS

     December 14th was a very busy day for 
people of all ages in Peotone. Christmas 
in the Village is a town-wide event for the 
whole family that celebrates the holiday 
season. The Pancake Breakfast at Peotone 
High School is always a huge success for 
the Peotone Elementary School’s PTO 
fundraiser. This town-wide event also 
included raffles for many different gift 
cards, toys, and tickets to events, a craft 
show in the Gym, and a meet and greet 
with Santa Claus. Many volunteers make 
this day successful: the PTO parents 
from the Elementary School, National 
Honor Society members, Student Council 
Members, Book Club members, and lunch 
ladies across the Peotone district. Main 
Street Dance Company performed their 
Christmas show at Peotone High School 
during the Pancake Breakfast. They 
always do a wonderful job drawing in a 
crowd to see their excellent performance 
of Hip Hop, Modern, Ballet, and Tap 
dance routines. The Peotone High School 
choirs performed Christmas carols at 
Game On Bar and Grill and the American 
Legion. MSD dancers and PHS choirs 
love being able to share their talents by 
dancing or singing around town. 
    National Honor Society member Grace 
Renier was able to volunteer at Christmas 
in the Village for the first time this year. 
She was a part of helping at the Pancake 
Breakfast and being on the NHS float 
in the lighted parade that night. Renier 
says, “I chose this job because I like to see 
all the people who come and show their 
support for the community.” She loves 
to be able to get involved in our town 
and show her support as well. Christian 
Marveka is also an NHS member who 
volunteered at the Hayride, Train Ride, 

Christmas Festivities
Holiday fun for the whole family
by Rylie Pine

and Ice Sculpting during Christmas in the 
Village. He had to make sure that kids 
didn’t run up to the sculptor because the 
artist was using a chainsaw. Marevka says, 
“This is my second year doing sculpture 
security, and I chose to do it again 
because it is cool to be able to watch 
the artist at work and see the process of 
carving a sculpture out of ice.” He likes 
to volunteer because it gives him a sense 
of satisfaction knowing that he can help 
people have fun around town. Christmas 
in the Village has drawn in people from 
other towns because it is a fun way to 
meet new friends and help raise money 
for different school clubs and businesses 
in town.
     Christmas in the Village is also a great 
way to stay connected in our community 
and get to know people from different 
businesses and clubs at Peotone High 
School. The PHS Book Club had a great 
time hosting craft making and book 
reading for the young kids that stopped 
by the Media Center during the day. 
The volunteers helped kids make crepe 
paper snowmen and ornaments for their 
Christmas trees. Alissa Shea loved being 
able to volunteer with Book Club because 
being able to help out anyone she can 
is something she enjoys. Shea says, “My 
favorite part of the day was watching all 
the smiling kids have a fun time while 
making crafts.”
     A personal favorite when walking 
through the downtown area is stopping 
and seeing the live animals that have 
been brought in as a petting area for 
people of all ages. Sheep, goats, and even 
reindeer are shared by a local farm. It is 
quite a treat to be able to pet the two live 
reindeer, Mistletoe and Jingle Bell. 
     A highlight of the day for little kids 
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Mr. and Mrs. Claus wave to the children 
who are watching the Lighted Parade during 
Christmas in the Village. Santa and Mrs. Claus 
spent the day giving out little toys to kids 
around town and taking pictures.

is when Santa Claus comes flying into 
town in a helicopter and lands at the 
Pearl Chrysler Dodge and Jeep car lot 
in Peotone. There, Santa and the Grinch 
greet kids and listen to their Christmas 
wishes. Later in the day, Santa enters 
the downtown area on the local fire 
truck and hands out treats to children 
in Game On Bar and Grill as the PHS 
choir is singing Christmas carols. Santa 
makes a final appearance with Mrs. Claus 
in the last festivity of the evening, the 
Lighted Parade. The day’s celebrations are 
wrapped up with a showcase of lighted 
holiday floats. The parade made their way 
along the route through town, and people 
of all ages gathered along the streets to 
view the beautifully decorated displays 
and enjoy the spirit of the Christmas 
season.
     Christmas in the Village is a great way 
for the community to get together before 
the holidays and have a fun time with one 
another. This is also a great way to raise 
money for different groups in our school 
district and businesses around town.

Andrea Farias, Alissa Shea, Yamilet Farias, 
and Ryan Marsh prepare crafts for the kids 
who will come visit the Media Center during 
Christmas in the Village. Book Club had a 
huge success with kids coming in to make 
Santa decorations and ornaments with their 
names on it.
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SENIORS!!
It’s scholarship season!

Make sure you’re 
checking the Guidance 

Office for available 
local, state, and 

national scholarship 
opportunities! 



Onto the Next Chapter
Biggest factors in choosing a college
by Julia Beechy

STUDENT LIFE

     Picking a college is one of the most 
important steps into your newly found 
adult life. There are many things to 
consider when choosing your home for 
the next chapter of your life. To help those 
who have not fully found their perfect 
fit, here is a checklist of things to pay 
attention to during your next college visit 
or as you start to get your well earned 
acceptance letters. Keep in mind that every 
student has different priorities about what 
they look for in a college. This list is by no 
means in order of importance; that is up to 
you as the student.
 
Tuition Costs, Financial Aid, and 
Scholarships
College is an enormous investment in 
your future. During the college search you 
want to be sure that you will be able to 
pay your student loans, and a good place 
to start is by looking at the total cost of 
your schooling. If your dream job’s starting 
pay is $20,000 a year, it is probably not 
wise to attend a university that will cost 
you $40,00 per year. Do not let the big 
numbers scare you though, sometimes it 
is possible to apply for scholarships that 
can help ease the dent of tuition. Some 
colleges offer scholarships anywhere from 
$1,000 a year to $15,000. It is important 
to take full advantage of every opportunity 
they make available to their students. 
Some scholarships are automatic with 
enrollment based off your best ACT/
SAT scores or GPA. Not only can costs be 
eased by scholarships but also by Financial 
Aid. It is vital to apply to FASFA as early 
as possible to maximize the chances of 
receiving Financial Aid towards tuition 
costs. If you were a little late in applying 
this year, you are in luck, because it is an 
annual requirement.

Public vs Private and School Size
There are pros and cons to both public 
and private universities, though there are 
a few main differences from the start. 
Public schools are typically much bigger 
and more inexpensive, whereas private 
schools are often smaller and have a 
heftier price tag in addition to having a 
religious affiliation. These are typically 
the characteristics of the two options, but 
it does not always hold true. In choosing 
between private or public, it is important 
to choose based off your personal 
preference. Coming from a small school it 
may a bit of a culture shock to make that 
switch to a university that has a student 
population of 40,000. In retrospect, 
some students may be drawn to the vast 
amounts of opportunities a big, public 
college may have to offer. 

Acceptance Rates and Required Test 
Scores
College applications, more times than 
not, require an application fee, so before 
you apply, it is important to look at your 
chances of admission. Most schools will 
have either an average of their ACT/
SAT scores and GPA or they will post the 
requirements for each category. Not all 
schools require a certain GPA or particular 
scores on standardized tests to be 
admitted, but if your scores are far below 
the average, you may not want to fork out 
$50 to be denied. 

Program for Your Major
Each school has specialty majors. Some 
may excel in their Psychology program 
but lack enormously in their Engineering 
program. It is vital that a student look into 
the credentials of the department they are 
interested in to ensure their education and 
preparation for that specific field of 8



9STUDENT LIFE

interest.
Graduation, Retention, Employment, 
and Transfer Rates
If you are spending upwards of $20,000 
a semester to be educated, you want to 

ensure that you will be able to graduate. 
If your college has a low graduation 
rate, be sure to look into why it is so 
low. Is it because they are accepting kids 
with low GPA and low test scores that 
simply cannot handle the workload of 
college? Or is this college challenging 
its students too much? Retention rate 
is also a factor to keep in mind. Are 
the students enjoying their time at this 
college and are they continuing to come 
back each year? Transfer rates also give 
you an idea of how the students that are 
currently attending this school like it and 
are succeeding. Make sure to check that 
students from your college are also getting 

jobs relatively soon after graduation. You 
want to know that after spending your 
time and money in school that you will be 
able to support yourself. 

Distance from Home
For students that have never felt 
comfortable being far from home, distance 
may be a concern. Some may have a 
minimum distance between home and 
school for the full college experience 
without feeling like you are still in your 
hometown. For Senior Sarah Blickem, 
distance was one of her biggest three 
factors when she chose Northern Illinois 
University. 

Surrounding Area
The town surrounding the college campus 
can impact the security you feel while you 
are away. Is the campus surrounded by a 
city known for its violence? Or is it a quiet 
suburban area? Is the campus far from 
any civilization or is it a short drive/walk 
to the nearest Walmart? Some universities 
offer free bus transportation in and out 
of the surrounding area to all students, 
making the trip to get groceries a little 
easier. 

Class Size and Student to Teacher 
Ratios
While all colleges shrink dramatically 
when it comes to classes in your major, 
some General Education classes can be be 
as large as 2,000 students at a time. If this 
is something you think you would struggle 
with, be sure to take that into account. 
Also be sure to look at the student to 
teacher ratios in your classes. Colleges 
range anywhere as low as 7:1 to as high 
as 30:1. If you are a student who learns 
better working in small class sizes where 
the lesson is taught more one-on-one, the 
school with the lower ratio may be your 
best fit. In most schools, it is required for 
each professor to have office hours where 
students are free to ask any questions 
regarding the class and to receive extra 
help if needed.  

Sarah Blickem proudly committed to Northern 
Illinois University after falling in love with the 
greenery and people on campus. The Theatre 
Technology and Design program at NIU will 
provide a sense of community for Blickem as 
she begins the next chapter in her career. 
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Housing Options and Food Plans
Wherever you choose to go, it will be 
your home for the next four years. The 
housing options are important to be aware 
of. Most schools require students to live 
on campus their freshman year in order 
to keep them involved in the school’s 
activities and organizations that it has to 
offer. Oftentimes there are dorm options, 
suite style living and also single rooms that 
a freshman can choose. If you are someone 
who needs to be alone during the day in 
order to relax, maybe a single dorm is right 
up your alley, just know the differences in 
cost when choosing your option. 

Activities
To maximize your college experience it 
is vital to get involved with all the school 
has to offer. Consider the different sports, 
intramural sports, clubs, and organizations. 
If you love to meet new people then Greek 
life is also something to consider while 
looking at each school. 
     Graduating high school and going away 
to college is the beginning of a brand 
new chapter in your life. Picking the right 
college for you is important to a successful 
career in any path you follow. There are 
many things to consider, but turning these 
guidelines into a simple chart while going 
on college visits may be helpful in the 
decision making process.

A Night in 
Space

DATE: February 
15th

TIME: 7pm-
10pm

TICKETS: $8 
$15 for 

couples
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The Spirit of the Holidays
Peotone High School Band and Choir Concert
Kayleigh Anderson

STUDENT LIFE

     The Peotone High School Band and 
Choir had their holiday concert! Many 
people really enjoyed it as all of the 
performers did very well. The concert 
started off with the band directed by Ms. 
Herder. They performed multiple holiday 
pieces including an upbeat song called 
“Brazilian Sleigh Bells”. Along with the 
band was a clarinet trio preformed by 
Tommy Brennan, Sydnee McDermand, and 
Ashley Moore and they did an amazing 
job! The Concert Choir, directed by Ms. 
McKay, was up next and they sang “While 
The Snow Was Sleeping”. This song was 
very relaxing and calm as you could tell 
that the audience was very in tune with the 
students on stage and their amazing voices. 
     Varsity Choir performed a very 
impressive song that included a lot of 
hard work and time to clearly master. The 
song was called “White Winter Hymnal” in 
which they sat on chairs in lines and did a 
clapping performance while singing. Many, 
including Freshman, Mattea Griffin, said 
the sequence was very fun and interesting 
to watch. Trevor Goode, who is a part of 
Band and Varsity Choir, said “The music 
really came together for the concert. The 
clarinets worked really hard on their 
individual piece that added a nice touch to 
the performance, and Ms. Herder helped 
us play confidently as she got us to the 
level we needed to be at. There is always 
room for improvement and getting better 
at blending each player and instrument 
together, but I was happy with the result 

Varsity Choir mid-clap while stunning the audience 
with their impressive and skillfull singing.

Ms. Herder as she directs the Peotone High School 
Band. Ms. Herder and her band students have 
worked really hard and put in a lot of time to be 
able to perform at their incredible level.

we ended with.” Goode is very talented 
and enjoys singing and playing his 
trombone, so his words are very trusted.
     The holiday concert was well 
performed by the students but they are 
all very thankful for their teachers, Ms. 
Herder and Ms.McKay, who helped them. 
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A New Club for PHS
Opening the door for more all-inclusive activities 
by Alex Strough

STUDENT LIFE

     On December 3rd, a group of 12 PHS 
students traveled to Lake Villa, Illinois to 
hear about a brand new innovative club 
for high schools, Jostens Renaissance. 
While there, the students learned about 
what Jostens Renaissance meant and 
how it could improve our school. Juniors 
Isabel Frausto, Carsen Hessler, Grace 
O’Boyle, and Alex Strough represented the 
school along with a group of Sophomores, 
(Brooklynn Cavitt, Amelia Earley, Maddison 
Shepherd, and Jack Turner) and Freshmen, 
(Mackenzie Strough, Madyson Kibelkis, 
Jenna Hunter, Julia Giese, and Yailin 
Hernandez.) Sophomore Amelia Earley 
comments that, “The event was so fun to be 
a part of! I liked the ideas and stories that 
the two speakers shared. I plan on being a 
part of the club to help improve the school.” 
     The students listened to two strong 
speakers, Dr. Phil Campbell and Mike 
Smith. They described their lives and 
how it transformed them into someone 
who embodies the traits of a Renaissance 
member. Campbell explained how in his 
school he made many improvements 
for the students. He emphasized how 
students should not compare high school 
to a “prison” and that the administrators 
and teachers need to aid the students’ 
high school careers by creating a more 
positive and supportive environment. Smith 
spoke about his personal growth as a high 
schooler and how he went through the 
various phases of adolescence. Smith grew 
into a more sympathetic and helpful person 
by befriending a young man with special 
needs during his time in high school. He 
wanted the audience to understand that it 
is never too late to make a positive change 
to oneself and the world around them. 
Principal Spang believes this club will 
be very important to our school’s future 
and growth. Principal Spang is familiar 
with this program, and says that, “Jostens 
Renaissance is what the student and teacher 

make it. It is about improving the culture 
and climate of a school so that students 
will want to attend school.” Furthermore, 
he plans on working with the student body 
to establish fun activities. He states that, “I 
want this club to be about giving back to 
the community and focusing on social and 
emotional learning in school. I want to limit 
students’ anxiety and stress from school so 
they can enjoy their time here at PHS.” 
     In order to make this club successful, 
people with strong leadership and the 
compassion to help others are needed. 
When students work together on one 
project for the benefit of a community, 
success is promised. Renaissance affirms 
this belief in their own formula, “Respect 
+ Recognize + Reward + Reinforce 
= Results.” Renaissance Club will be a 
modern and important group for the future 
of PHS. It puts a strong focus on what 
an average student goes through every 
day: stressing and cramming for tests, 
maintaining a social life, and balancing 
time with extracurriculars or work. Having 
knowledge of what these students go 
through is essential to build a safer and less 
demanding environment for students to 
truly learn and thrive.

From Freshmen to Juniors, every student had a 
fun time at the event! Mrs. Juma and Senorita 
Majca chaperoned and enjoyed it as well. This 
picture is with one of the key speakers, Mike 
Smith. In the background, a powerful quote 
from John F. Kennedy is displayed. 



2020 GRAMMYS
The best artists of the new decade
by Mia Steeves

ENTERTAINMENT

     On January 26th of 2020, the top 
artists from genres across the board 
were recognized for their talents and 
contributions to the music industry 
throughout the year at the 62nd annual 
Grammy Awards. Music is a field that 
experiences constant change and 
development; rap has deep-rooted itself 
into being the most popular and fast-
growing genre, the sound of new rock 
is almost completely unique compared 
to that of old, and EDM is a must-have 
for music festivals. The nominations that 
came out in late November revealed the 
number of genres covered, from reggae 
and R&B to Latin and gospel. Whether a 
die-hard music lover or not, there were 
undoubtedly nominated songs, artists, 
and albums that we all recognized and 
that were up for awards at the Grammys 
this year. 
     The nominations for record of the 
year featured big names in music that 
have recently been influencing the 
sounds and styles of their respective 
genres. The alternative and pop 
representation for Record of the Year 
is numerous, and included Indie folk/
alt singer Bon Iver’s “Hey, Ma,” 17-year-
old Billie Eilish’s electropop “Bad Guy” 
and “Talk” by Khalid. Also up was the 
hit single “Sunflower” performed by rap 
sensation Post Malone and Swae Lee, as 
well as the country/rap combo that blew 
up in the media, “Old Town Road” by 
singer Lil Nas X and featuring country 
legend Billy Ray Cyrus. The nominees 
for album of the year featured several 
repeat artists, including Bon Iver’s I, I 
and Billie Eilish’s “When We Fall Asleep, 
Where Do We Go?” Unsurprisingly, Eilish 
and songwriting brother Finneas went 
home with a whopping five awards. Also 
included on both lists were Lizzo and 
Ariana Grande, both some of the biggest 
names in pop right now. Senior Colleen 
Erikson looked forward to hearing some 
of her favorite singles live on TV, and she 
hopes some of her favorite artists, such 
as Lizzo, will go home with awards. “I 

saw Lizzo two years ago at Lollapalooza,” 
said Erikson. “I could tell she was going to 
be popular in pop/hip-hop in the future.” 
The pop star did leave happy, winning the 
award for Best Pop Solo Performance for 
“Truth Hurts.”
     As majority music tastes shift and 
change and the once unpopular quickly 
become popular, artists that were 
completely unheard of two years ago had 
made the short list of eight nominated for 
Best New Artist. A funk and soul duo out 
of Austin, Texas called the Black Pumas, 
tops the list, followed by Billie Eilish, Lil 
Nas X, Lizzo, Maggie Rogers, Rosalia, 
Tank and the Bangas, and Yola. However, 
the big names of music that we all know 
still hold their places and are backed 
by concrete fanbases. Beyoncé’s single 
“Spirit” along with Taylor Swift’s “You 
Need To Calm Down” made the list of five 
nominated for Best Pop Solo Performance. 
Even the Jonas Brothers have secured 
their comeback, with their hit “Sucker” 
being nominated for Best Pop Duo/Group 
Performance.  
     Regardless of the outcome of this 
year’s Grammy Awards, each and every 
nominated artist deserved praise for their 
accomplishments and contributions to the 
industry. 

Senior Colleen Erikson, seen here at the 2017 
Lollapalooza music festival in Chicago, is thankful 
for her chance to see some amazing performers live. 
Some of these included Post Malone, The Weeknd, 
and pop-star Bruno Mars. 13
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